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AWARDS AND PUBLIC SERVICE EFFORTS 
  
The Steubenville Branch of the NAACP presented WTOV General Manager Tim McCoy with the 
Community Award for outstanding service to the community in May 2004.  
  
WTOV was a big winner in Columbus, Ohio, at the 2004 Ohio Associated Press Broadcasters awards. In 
total NEWS9 won 6 first place awards: Outstanding News Operation, Outstanding Weather Operation, 
Best Regularly Scheduled News (11pm), 
Extraordinary Coverage of a Scheduled Event (The West Virginia Derby), Best Spot News Coverage 
(Dog Rescue), and Best Regularly Scheduled Sports. The WTOV Sports Department also claimed a 
second-place finish in the Outstanding Sports Operation category.   
  
WTOV also received the West Virginia Associated Press Awards including first place, best sports 
special; first place, outstanding sports operation; first, best spot news coverage; first, best regularly 
scheduled newscast; first, outstanding news operation; and first, best spot photography.    
  
WTOV helps bring awareness of special events and concerns to the community through Public Service 
Announcements. These announcements not only have helped publicize local charity events but also 
provided needed airtime for important community concerns and issues. So far in 2004, some 35 PSAs 
have been produced. Area events publicized include local Martin Luther King Day activities, fund-
raisers for such groups as Alternatives to Living in Violent Environments (ALIVE), the Media Blood 
Donor Day, the Civic Choral Society Lincoln Tribute, United Way, Coats for Kids golf tournament, 
Children’s Miracle Network Pennies Drive, Dean Martin Festival, Aracoma Park concerts, Wheeling 
Symphony events, Lace Up for Kids campaign, Wetzel Town & Country Days, Mingo Community 
Days, Freedom Fest, WTOV9 Coats for Kids campaign, Teen Read Week at the Public Library of 
Jefferson County and an Emergency Trauma Symposium. 
PSAs also have featured information on reducing teen alcohol and drug abuse with Jefferson County 
Sheriff Fred Abdalla, registering to vote, correct use of punch card ballots and a special register to vote 
effort aimed at black voters.  
  
When massive devastating floods hit the Ohio Valley suddenly in mid-September, WTOV ran live with 
more than 12 hours of live flood coverage with all emergency information and resources for those 
affected by the flooding. Live coverage beginning at about 3 p.m. Friday, Sept. 17, went through 
midnight that night, and WTOV also aired a three-hour special Saturday morning, and a 6 p.m. and 7 
p.m. news that evening.   
  
WTOV brings many hours of local programming to the Ohio Valley. Some 20 high school football 
games have been shown thus far this year with coverage continuing through the playoffs. Each home 
team receives a scholarship contribution from WTOV for a player. Other local programming has 
included four days of open to close coverage of Jamboree in the Hills country music festival, three area 
Christmas parades, three ECHL hockey games, the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference All-Star Football 
Game as well as the OVAC Wrestling Finals and Cheerleading competition, the West Virginia Derby, 
and the Barnesville Ohio Pumpkin Festival Parade. Preview shows were produced and broadcast to 
provide additional information and publicity for the local Dean Martin Festival, Ogden Newspapers 20K 
Race and a special in-depth look at a local high school football star drafted by the NFL. WTOV 
recognized some 75 outstanding high school seniors at the Top of the Ohio Valley luncheon and by 
showcasing them in public service announcements.  
WTOV worked with the United Way of Jefferson County again this year to prepare a videotape 
presentation of United Way agency efforts to be shown many times during the United Way’s 2004 fund-
raising campaign. 
WTOV also donated many hours to tape segments and put together a half-hour presentation tape first 

Page 1The following is a summary of WTOV's Election Initiatives:



shown at the Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce’s annual dinner and later to be used to help 
Jefferson County bring new companies and jobs into the area. 
  
WTOV’s sponsorship assistance has enabled many area organizations to provide special activities and 
events. These sponsorships included media sponsorship of the Children’s Home of Wheeling Halloween 
Costume Party; the Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce’s Punt, Pass and Pig Out; the De Stefano 
Presents Opera Company’s presentation of La Boheme in April; and the United States Army Field Band 
and Soldiers Chorus concert attended by some 4,000 people. 
  
  
POLITICAL PROGRAMMING 
  
Debates: 

1)      WTOV in association with the West Virginia Broadcasters aired a "live" one-hour West Virginia 
Gubernatorial debate between Republican candidate Monty Warner and Democratic candidate 
Joe Manchin on Wednesday, October 6 from 7:00-8:00pm. 

  
2)      WTOV broadcast three Presidential debates between President Bush and Senator John Kerry 

from NBC on Thursday, September 30 from 9-11pm; Friday, October 8th from 9-11pm; and 
Wednesday, October 13th from 9-11pm. 

     
3)      WTOV broadcast the Vice Presidential debate between Vice President Dick Cheney and Senator 

John Edwards from NBC on Tuesday, October 5th from 9-11pm. 
                                                       
Coverage of Presidential candidates visits to the Wheeling-Steubenville television market: Each 
candidates visit to the Ohio Valley was broadcast live and in it's entirety with the exception of President 
Bush's visit to Cambridge, Ohio, which was broadcast on a tape delay. 
  

1)      4/26/04   John Kerry- White Palace, Wheeling, West Virginia  
2)      7/3/04     Dick Cheney- Wheeling Park High School, Wheeling West Virginia  (5:00pm) 
3)      7/31/04   John Kerry & John Edwards- Heritage Port, Wheeling West Virginia (6:00pm) 
4)      7/31/04   George W. Bush- Cambridge, Ohio (5:00pm) 
5)      8/29/04   George W. Bush- WesBanco Arena, Wheeling West Virginia (11:00 am) 
6)      9/04/04   John Kerry- Old Fort Steuben, Steubenville, Ohio (6:30pm) 
7)      9/29/04   John Edwards- Serra Manor, Weirton, West Virginia (12:30 pm) 
8)      10/20/04 John Edwards - 1190 Steelworkers Union Hall, Steubenville 
9)      11/1/04              George Bush – Post Gazette Pavilion, Burgettstown, PA – 9:30-10:30 a.m.      

  
30-minute "One-on-One" profile interviews with WTOV anchor Eric Minor: 
  

1)      Monty Warner- Republican Gubernatorial candidate. This program was broadcast on Saturday, 
October 30th at 12noon. Joe Manchin, the Democratic candidate, was offered on numerous 
occasions the opportunity to tape a 30-minute program. He did not accept, but WTOV reserved a 
time slot for Saturday, October 30th at 12:30pm in the event he accepted at the last minute. 

2)      Bryan Felmet- Republican candidate for Jefferson County Prosecutor accepted this 30-minute 
interview. He recorded his segment Wednesday, October 13 and the program was broadcast on 
Sunday, October 17th at 12noon.                          

3)      Thomas Straus- The Democratic candidate for Jefferson County Prosecutor accepted this 
interview. He recorded his segment on Tuesday, October 12, and the program was broadcast on 

Page 2The following is a summary of WTOV's Election Initiatives:



Sunday, October 17th at 12:30pm.    
  
5:00 minute news segments: 
  

1)      Robert Ney- Current Republican, Ohio District 18th U.S Congressman. His 5:00 minute segment 
was shown during the 6:00pm newscast on Saturday, Oct. 23.  

2)      Bryan Thomas- Is the Democratic candidate for the Congressional District 18th. His 5:00 minute 
segment was broadcast during the 11:00pm newscast on Sunday, October 31st.     

3)      Ted Strickland- Current Democratic, Ohio District #6 U.S Congressman. His 5:00 minute 
segment was shown during the 6:00pm newscast on Saturday, Oct. 16th. Mr. Strickland was 
unopposed in the November General Election.   

4)      Alan Mollohan- Current Republican, West Virginia District #1 U.S. Congressman accepted our 
offer and his segment aired in the 11:00pm newscast on Saturday, Oct. 23. Alan Parks, 
Mollohan’s Democratic challenger, was contacted by WTOV and declined our offer.   

5)      Bryan Felmet- Republican candidate for Jefferson County Prosecutor accepted the offer of a 
five-minute segment. His segment was broadcast during the 11:00pm newscast on Saturday, 
October 30th. 

6)      Thomas Straus- The Democratic candidate for Jefferson County Prosecutor accepted the offer of 
a five-minute segment. His segment was broadcast during the 11:00pm newscast on Saturday, 
October 30th. 

  
"Get Out the Vote" Public Service announcements: WTOV produced and broadcast two separate 
Public Service Announcements aimed at encouraging citizens to register to vote. These announcements 
began in June 2004. The first announcement featured WTOV news anchor Eric Minor. The other 
announcement featured Dolores Wiggins, the President of the Ohio Valley Black Caucus. These PSA's 
were broadcast through the voter registration period, ending in mid-October.  A total of 546 30-second 
spots were broadcast from June 2 to Oct. 15, 2004. WTOV also broadcast a Public Service 
Announcement to illustrate how to correctly use punch card voting. These were 15-second spots and 
were broadcast from Oct. 25 through Nov. 2. A total of 11 spots were broadcast.  
  
Website: 
WTOV created a special area on its website (www.wtov9.com) where voters could easily access all 
candidates' websites and profiles on each candidate, plus information on statewide issues. WTOV also 
had over 500 race results posted on the website.  
  
News Coverage: We traveled to Columbus where the Ohio Board of Elections heard arguments from 
the Incumbent Jefferson County Prosecutor, Bryan Felmet and the man who wants his job, Thomas 
Straus. Felmet alleged that Straus lied about his record in campaign ads. The board of elections ruled in 
favor of the current prosecutor. The case now goes to court and can result in jail time. WTOV was to 
report the board's decision, as breaking news at noon, and then complete reports at 5, 6 &11. Our 
competitor didn't go to Columbus. 
The day before the election WTOV TV broadcast a primetime election special from 9-10 p.m. This 
special featured the important races in both Ohio and West Virginia and included local, state, and 
national races.  
  
NON-BROADCAST/COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
  
Ohio Valley Cares 2004 
In addition to intense coverage following the devastating flooding in September, WTOV 9 immediately 

Page 3The following is a summary of WTOV's Election Initiatives:



began working with local American Red Cross units on the Ohio Valley Cares 2004 project to help area 
residents. 
Seven truckloads of supplies and thousands of dollars were raised for flood relief efforts. 
The supplies were distributed to flood damaged areas including Wheeling Island, Powhatan Point, 
Bridgeport, Hammondsville, Empire, Stratton, Irondale, Wolfhurst and Lansing. Items provided for 
flood victims included clothing, food, furniture, brooms, mops, squeegees, sponges, brushes, buckets, 
gloves, shovels, bleach, general cleaning supplies and antiseptic cleaners.  
Cleaning supplies, non-perishable food items and financial contributions were collected at Wal-Marts in 
Steubenville and St. Clairsville, Ohio; the Weirton, WV Wal-Mart and Millsop Community Center; at 
Riesbeck’s in Elm Grove, WV, and the Giant Eagle in Moundsville, WV. The collections were 
distributed through the Red Cross to especially hard hit areas throughout the Ohio Valley to assist in the 
flood clean-up efforts.  
WTOV worked in conjunction with its news partners WEIR Radio and 106.3 The River to provide 
information on the collection sites and also collected checks provided to the Red Cross.  
General Manager Tim McCoy noted the project enabled the Ohio Valley to team up with WTOV, WEIR 
Radio, and 106.3 The River to help area agencies meet the overwhelming demand for food, cleaning 
supplies and donations following the flooding. 
  
Coats for Kids 
Now in its 16th year, WTOV9’s 2004 “Coats for Kids” fund-raising campaign is well on its way to 
surpassing the 2003 mark. Although its only November, more than $12,000 has been raised to provide 
warm winter coats for area children. Last year’s $13,000 provided almost 400 area children with winter 
coats they would not have been able to have otherwise. The Coats for Kids program provides funds for 
local Salvation Army units throughout the market area to buy coats for children who are in need. 
WTOV9 Anchors Eric Minor and Shelby Zarotney head up the “Coats for Kids” effort. The program ’s 
main push is largely through PSAs on the station showing local news talent helping children pick out 
new winter coats with the slogan “Share the Warmth with Coats for Kids.” Area businesses, 
organizations and schools join in by holding special fundraisers including a golf tournament, auctions, 
penny drives, and even a Poker Run held by a group of local motorcycle enthusiasts. Throughout the 
program’s existence, the “Coats for Kids” campaign has raised more than $132,000 to help keep area 
children warm in the winter. 
  
Season of Miracles 
WTOV9 and area merchants team up to grant the special wishes of area residents during the Christmas 
season through the Season of Miracles project. In 2003, Heritage Home Care, JC Wine Cellars, 
Whiteside Auto Dealers, M&M Hardware, Value City Furniture, Jericho Mortgage and Motifs fine 
Furniture partnered with WTOV9 to grant the wishes of needy area residents. “Miracle Recipients” are 
nominated by themselves, family members and friends through an application picked up at the 
businesses of the participating merchants or WTOV9. Applications are being accepted now for the 2004 
effort. The requests can be for someone in need or for someone whose good deeds deserve to be 
recognized with a special wish. This year recipients received new furniture, new appliances, free utilities 
for six months, and a trip in a limousine. 
  
Presents for Patients 
WTOV9 was recently recognized for its contributions to the St. Barnabas Charitable Foundation’s 
Presents for Patients program. In 2003, some 21,552 nursing home patients in Ohio, West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and New York received presents through the program done by WTOV9 in conjunction 
with Cox cluster stations WPXI and WJAC. 
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Reply Comments, WFTV/WRDQ, Orlando 
 

2004 Awards 
 

 
Florida Associated Press Broadcasters 
 
1st Place Spot News (Shuttle Columbia Coverage) 
WFTV Staff 
 
1st Place Photo Essay (Drive-in Church) 
Oscar Carrillo 
 
2nd Place Individual Achievement 
Steve Barrett 
 
2nd Place In Depth Hard News Story (Thrift Store 
Investigation) 
Todd Ulrich, Gerry Mendiburt, China Kirby 
 
 
 
 
Mid-Florida Society of Professional 
Journalists 
 
1st Place Spot News Team Reporting (Columbia 
Explosion) 
Staff 
  
1st Place Consumer Reporting (Garage Door 
Companies) 
Todd Ulrich, China Kirby, Gerry Mendiburt 

 
2nd Place Photography Light Feature (Drive-in 
Church) 
Oscar Carrillo 

 
2nd Place Special/Documentary (War Stories) 
Scott Thuman, Matt Parcell, Bruce Wiley, Dean Williams, 
Margaret Norman   
 
Honorable Mention Best Hard Feature (Henri 
Landwirth) 
Matt Parcell, Bruce Wiley, Margaret Norman 
  

Sunshine State Awards (South Florida 
Society of Professional Journalists) 
 
1st Place International Reporting (Soldier Stories) 
Scott Thuman  
 
1st Place Public Affairs (Critical Condition) 
Matt Parcell, Bruce Wiley, Barbara West, Margaret 
Norman 
 
1st Place Consumer Reporting (Garage Door 
Companies) 
Todd Ulrich, China Kirby, Gerry Mendiburt 
 
1st Place Sports Feature (Bull Riding) 
Dan Hellie, Shane Whitehead, Justin Whitman 
 
2nd Place Investigative Reporting (Thrift Stores) 
Todd Ulrich, China Kirby, Gerry Mendiburt 
 
2nd Place Best Newscast  
Staff 
 



WFTV 2004 Political Initiative 
 

• The station received compliance from 7-11 political offices to participate in the free advertising 
time we extended them.  There were six House of Representatives and one from the Senate 
race. 

 
• WFTV ran a 35 minute special on 10/23 at 11:30pm featuring 7x five minute long form profiles 

of the candidates. 
 

• The two stations ran a total 360x "Get Out and Vote" :15 second PSA's on our two stations.  
We did it with our front line anchors and with one of our Hispanic weekend anchors who did 
the spot in Spanish.  

 
• WFTV offered debates but only had interest from the challengers.  None from the incumbents. 

 
• Both stations ran a Florida Department of State 30 minute special, "Before You Vote."  It ran 

2x on WFTV (ABC) and 2x on WRDQ (Inde.) as a public service to stimulate voter turn out.  
The total time was 2 hours. 

 
 

 
“9 Family Connection” Initiative 

 
9 Family Connection is our station’s public service campaign, which has been running for six years.  Under the moniker of 
“Real issues and real solutions for Central Florida Families,” 9 Family Connection centers on education, health, safety, and 
fulfillment.  We have participated in over 40 events a year that supported cause marketing and raised millions of dollars 
for the local community.  In this hurricane-ravaged summer of 2004 we are most proud of our three relief efforts 
benefiting the American Red Cross, Central Florida’s Blood Centers, the SPCA and Second Harvest Food Bank.  The total 
numbers were:  116 tons (232,000 pounds) of non-perishable food, pet food and pet supplies; over $111,000 in cash; 
and more than 4,200 people who registered and donated blood. 
 
This event provided the largest one-day drive in the 67-year history of the Central Florida Humane Society/SPCA, 
receiving 18,100 lbs of dog food, 7,900 pounds of cat food, 24,00 lbs of cat litter and cash donations totaling $2,079.00.  
Second Harvest Food Bank received 60,000 lbs of food, also breaking a one-day drive record in their 22 years, resulting in 
Second Harvest’s “philanthropy” award. 
 

Here is just a sample of the types of activities and results throughout 2004: 
 

Helplines.  For this year’s hurricanes, and, in the past, for other emergency situations, we set up a 24-hour viewer 
helpline which provides information and, in many cases, comfort to viewers. 
 
American Cancer Society—Legislators’ Breakfast.  9FC hosted this annual breakfast meeting on August 25th, with  Vanessa 
Echols as the keynote speaker. This meeting provides an opportunity for the American Cancer Society to present issues 
for consideration on the legislative agenda for the next session, and apparently the “media venue” drew twice as many 
legislators and aides than previous meetings! 
 
Share our Strength’s Taste of the Nation.  In 2003, this event raised $120,000.00, but this year, with the help of our 
PSA’s, the total was $135,000.00!!! THE COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS and SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK benefited from this 
great community event. 
 



Alzheimer Resource Center.  9 Family connection supported the Alzheimer Resource Center’s 2nd annual Parrot Head Party 
and fundraiser at Kate O’Brien’s in downtown Orlando.  This year’s event earned nearly doubled last year’s inaugural 
event earnings, providing the ARC with $12,000 for education and support. 
 
Florida’s Blood Centers.  Twice a year WFTV/WRDQ hosts “Blood Brotherhood Day Blood Drives” in our studio.  This 
year’s summer event resulted in 1685 donors, a marked increase from last year’s 1501. 
 
Super Grad.  For many years we have hosted salutatorians and valedictorians from area high schools at a fun day at Wet 
‘N Wild and featured them in spots hosted by Chief Meteorologist Tom Terry throughout the summer. 
 
Orlando Science Center.  A series of PSA’s featuring WFTV/WRDQ news anchors interacting with activities available 
through the summer at the science center promoted family-oriented activities and echoed the 4 fundamental 9 Family 
Connection principles.   
 
American Lung Association’s Blow the Whistle on Asthma Walk.  In our 3rd year supporting this event.  The SPCA of 
Central Florida’s Wiggle Waggle Walk.  Dogs and their people participate to raise funds for general support for the SPCA 
of Central Florida and its educational programs.  Toys for Tots.  WFTV hosts the annual kick-off lunch, provides PSA’s and 
is a drop-off point for toys.  Junior Achievement.  WFTV produces the groups’ annual Hall of Fame banquet video.  
Brevard County Duck Race to benefit the Crossroads Children’s Home has tripled their earnings in the years since WFTV 
became involved. 
 






































